LIFE OF

THE

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS.

erent origin, 0, With us, to be of the sacer-
_ ity 18 an indication of the splendour of a
i Now, I am not o J"EPW from a sacer-
el family in general, but from the first of the
pemty-four courses; and as = ug there 18 not
a considerable difference between once family
th course und another, I am of the chief fomily
st course aleo ; nay, farther, by my mother
of the roval blood; for the children of
eus, from whom that family was derived,
Both the office of the high priesthoed, and the
of a king, for a long time together. I will
gesenely set down my progemitors in order.
grandfather’s father was named Simon with
e aadition of Psellus: he lived at the sume time

i that son of Stmon the high priest, who, first
£ :h‘ﬁ,}:]i?h priests, was named Hyrcunus, This

s

—

=

had nine soms, one of whom was

sas, called Fphliss ; he married the daughter
Jemathan the high priest, which Jonathan was
h= £rst of the sons of Asamontus, who was high
snd was the brother of Simon the high
also. This Matthias had a son called Matthias
and that in the fivst year of theguvm.
oseph,

of Hyrcanus; his son's name was
pe= in the ninth year of the reign of Alexandra;
se= Matthiss was bora in the tenth year of the
= of Archelans; as was [ born to Matthias on
e Srst year of the reign of Caius Caesar. [ have
e sons : Hyrcanus, the cldest, wes born on the
Pz mﬂ'ﬂ:n reign of Vespasian; as wus

5. Thus have I sct down the geneslogy of
= Gmily as 1 have found it deseribed in the
2 records, and so bid adien to thoso who
fate me 2s of a lower original.

i Semily from wlich I am derived is oot an |
Me ome, but hath descended el wlong from the | on account of Lis nobility, but Lad a higher com-
as nobility among several people is of |

on the seventh, und Agrippa on the |

Now my father Matthiss was not ouly eminent

mendution on account of his righteonsness, and was
in great reputation in Jernsalem, the greatest ciry
we have. I was mysclf brooght up with my
brothor, whose name was Mutthias, for he was iy
own bLrother by both father und mother; and 1
made mighty proficiency in the improvements of
my learnimg, and appeared to have both a great
memory and understanding.  Moreover, when 1
was a child, and about fourteen years of age, I was
ecommended by all for the love I had to learning ;
on which account the high pricsts and peincipal
men of the city came then frequently to me
toguiher, in ordes to know my epinion about the
accurate nnderstanding of points of the law, And
when 1 was about sixteen years old, L had a mind
to make triul of the several sects thar were among
us. These seets ure threc:  the firet is that of the
Pharisecs, the second that of the Sadducees, and the
third that of the Esscus, as we have frequent]
told yoan; for I thought that by these means

ight chouvse the best, if 1 werc once mequainted
";i'l‘-ilﬁa.lhemnﬂ; s0 1 conteated mysclf with hard
fare, and underwent great difficulties, and went
through them all, Nor did 1 content myself with
these trials only ; but when I was informed that one
whose mame was HBanus lived in the desert, who
used no other clothing than grew upen trecs, and
had no other food than what grew of its own
accord, and bathed himself in cold water frequently,
both by wight and by day, in order to preserve his
chustity, [ imitated him in those (kinge, und con-
tinned with him three years, So when I had
accomplished my desices, I rotarned back to the
city, being now ‘nineteen years old, and began to
conduct myself according to the rules of the seet of
the Pharisees, which is of kin to the sect of the
Stoics, us the Grecks call them.



But when I was in the twenty-sixth year of my
age, it happened that I tock a voyage to Rome,
and this on the oceasion which T shall now describe.
At the time when Felix was procuralor of Judes,
there were certain priests of my scquamtanee, and
're:'ly excellent persons they were, whom on a small
and trifling occasion he had put in bonds, and
gent to Rome to plead before Cesar.  These I was
desirous to procure dcliverance for, and thet

ially because I wes informed that they were
net anmindful of piety towards God even under

their afflictions, but summrted thiemselves with |

fige and mmts, Accordingly I came to Bome,
though it were through & great number of huzards
by sea; for, as our ship was drowned in the
Adriatic sca, we that were in it, being about six
hundred in number, swam for anr E‘i‘-;_a all the

jght; when, upon the firet uppearance of the day,
:jnii'l upon ﬂu.l'i:'i]gnht of a sh?p of Cyrene, I and
gome others, eighty m all, by God's providence
prevented the rest, and were taken up into the
other ship. And when 1 had thus escaped, and
was come to Dicearchia, which the I call
Puteoli, I bocame acquuinted with Alitunus, an
actar of plays, and much beloved by Nero, but a
Jew by turth; through his interest 1 became
known to I’ Ceear’s wife, and ook care as
8000 a5 Nm entreat her to :
priests might be setatliberty. And when, besides
this favour, | had elbtained many presents from
Poppea, I returncd home agnin.‘

principal of the band of robbers were put to death,
when | sbode among the high priests and the chicf
of the Pharisces. But no fear scized upon
us When we saw the people in arms, while we our-
sclves knew not what we should do, and werce notahle
to resirain their seditions. However, as the danger
was directly upon us, we pretended that we were
of the same opinion with them, but only advised
them to be quict for the present, and to let the
coemy go away, still hoping that Gessius (Florus)
would not be long ere he cime, and that with great
forces, and s0 pul un cod to these seditious pro-
ik d fighting, he was be

nt upon his coming and fighting, he was beaten,
and a great many of those Lillaft were with him fell.
And this disgrace which Gessins with Cesting
received, became the calamity of our whole nation ;
for those thut were fond of the war were so fur
elevated with this suceess, that they had hopes of
finally conquering the Momans. Of which war
another occasion was ministered, which waa this:
Those that dwelt n the neighbouring cities of
Sytia seized upon such Jews as dwelt emong them,
with their wives and children, and slew them,
when they had not the least cceasion of complaint

Ty
| impions and highly criminal of-all ; for, when the

aguinst them : for did neither sttempl any
innovation or mu?tml.}rrnm the Bomans, nzlr had

procurc that the | they given any marks of hatred or treacherous

d towards the Syrians. But what was done

¢ inhabitants of Scﬁ:]mpnliu was the most

d now I pereeived innovations were olready | Jows, their cnemies, came upom them drom without,

, and that there were a great many very
much clovated, in hopes of a4 revelt from the
Romans, 1 therefore endeavoured to put a stop
to these tumultuons persons, and persuaded them
to change their minds; snd laid before their eyes
against whom it was that they were going to fight,
and told them that they were inferior to the
Romans not only in martial skill, but also in good
fortune; and desired them not rashly, and after
the most foolish manner, to bring on the dangers
of the mnst terrible mischiefs

foresaw that the end of such a war wounld bLe most
unfortunate with us, But 1 could not persuade
them, for the madness of desperatc men was guite
ton hard for me,

I was then aftaid, lest by inculcating these
things zo often, I should incur their hatred and
their suspicions a5 if I were of our cnemies’ party,
and should run iato the danger of being seized Ly
them, and slain; since they were crsed
of Antonia, which was the citadel; so I retired
into the inner court of the temple. Yet did llﬂ:;
ool of the temple arain, after Monahem and

they forced the Jews that werc umong them to
bear arms aguinst their own countrymen, which it
1% unlawful for us to do: and when by their
assistance they had joined battle with those that
| attacked them, and had beaten them, after that
victory they forgot the assurances they had given
these their fellow-citizens and confederates, and
slew them all, being in number many thoussnds
(13,000. The like miseries were undergone by

upon their country, |
upon their families, and npon themselves, And |
this T said with vehement exhortation, because I

those Jews thut were the inhabitants of Damascus.
DBut we have given a more accurate account of
these things in the books of the Jewish War, I
only mention them now, because | would demon-
strate to my readers, that the Jews® war with the
Ilomans was not voluntary, but that, for the main,
they were forced by necessity 1o coter into it
So when Gessius had been beaten, the principal
men of Jerusalem seeing that the robbers and in-
novators had arms in great plenty, end fearing lest
they, while they were unprovi ith arms,
should be in subjection to their cuemies, and,
heing informed that all Galilee had not yet revolted
from the Romans, but thut some part of it was still
wict, they scat me snd two others of the priests,
oazar and Judss, in order t persuade the 1l men
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% Ly down their arms, and to teach them

that it were better to have those arms
for the most cou men thet the |
Bad for that it had besn resolved, that’
s best men shonld always have their arms,
ssw=t futurity, but still w0, that they should
what the Homans would do.
had therefore received these imstrue-
1 eame into Galilee, snd found the peopleof
= in no small yrony about their country,
memscm  that the ﬁ:ll.ﬂm had resolved to
w, on account of the friendship they had
Bomans, and becaase they had made a
=h Cestius Gallus, the president of Syria.
prmded the multiade to deal
Dne
and permitted them to send to those
their own hostages with Gessins to |
= =¥ of Phenicia, though I «till found the
: of Tiberias ready to take arms, and that
sccasion following :
were three factions in this city. The
of men of worth and gravity:
Jalius Capellus was the head. Now he,
all his companions, Herod, the son of
a=d Herod the son of Gamalus, and
gave thor ndvice, thas the city should
= their allegiance to the Romans, and to
Dt Pistns, who was guided by his son
not acquiesca in that resolution, But |
e smee=d fuction was composed of the most
2 persans, and was determined for war, Dut
= e Justes, the son of Pistus, who was the head |
a8 e siord faction, nlthough he pretended to be |
Wil about going to war, yel was really desirous
son, supposing that he should gain power
= Bt by the change of affairs. He therefore
e meo the midst of them, and endewvoured to
S the multitude, thot * The city Tiberios had
e Beem 3 city of Galilee, and that in the days of
e the tetrarch, who had built it, had obtained
mcizal place, and that he had ordered that
e == Sepphoris should be subordinate to the
== TSerias: that they had not Jost this pre-
smmmemcs even under Agrippa the futher, but had
el 2. until Folix was procurator of Judea
B B wld them, that now they had been so
Smwemmsts 2= to be made a nt by l‘\'-em:;
ow junior ; and that u the subimission
to the Rcmm,PfEM was becoma the
r sty of Galilee, and that the royal treasury |
Se archives were now removed from them.” |
Wihe= be had spoken o e
Smmw mere against Agripps, in T to Provo
e pecpis 10 = re:r:gtr: added, “that this was
S for them to take ams, and. join with the |
Ealieeey as their confederutes, n.n-f to gather a|
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| great number of forces in order to punich them.”

And, &5 he szid this, ke exhorted the multitude to
o to war; but as to this man, and how ill were
his character and conduct in Life, and how he and

' his hrother were the suthors of our destruction, 1

shall gi?uﬂ;nremiarmmuntiuthaﬁmgrmuf
my narration.  So when Justus had, by his persua-
sions, prevailed with the citizens of Tiberias to take
arms, nay, and had forced a great many so to do
agamst their will, he went out, and set the villages
beloaging to Gadura and Hippes vn fire.

Thus was the state Tiberise was now in. Dut
as for Gizhesla its affsirs were thus: When John,
the son of Levi, saw some of hizs citizens much

them all out of the fear they were | elevated upon their revolt from the Romans, he
indly | laboured to restraim them, and entreated them that
| ﬂ“ﬁf ould keep their allegiance to them,

Tint he
could not gain his purpose, although he did his
endeavours to the utmost; for the neighbouring
ople of Gudars, Gabara, and Sogana, with the
E‘E 5, got together a greatl any, and fell upon
Gisheala, and took Gisheala by foree, and setit on
fire; and when they had entirely demolished i,
they returned home, Upon which John was wo
enraged, that he armed all his men, and joined
battle with the people forementioned, and rebuilt
Gischala after & manner better than before, and
fortified it with walls for its future securnity,

But Gamala persevered in its allegiance to the
Romans, for the following reasons, ip the son
of Jucimus, who was their governor under king
Agrippa, had heen unex ¥ preserved when
the royal palace at Jerusalem had been besieged ;
bus 65 he fled away, had fallen into amother danger,
and thet was, of being killed by Manchem, and
the robbers that were with him ; but cerlain
Babylonisns, who were of his kindreed, and were
then in Jerusalem, hindered the robbers from
executing their design, So Philip stayed there
four days, nnd fled away on the fith, baving dis-
guised himself with fictitions hair, that he might
not be discovered; and when he was come to one
of the \'H]ALEL’E to him helonging, sitnated at the
borders of tho citadel of ﬁamaia,ﬁ'u: stnt to some
of those that were under him, and communded
them to come to him, DBut God himsclf hindered
his intention, and this for his own advantage also ;
for had it not so happemed, he had certainly
per‘ished. For a fever baving seized upon him
unmediately, he wrote to Agrippa and Bernics, and
gave them to one of his freed men to carry tw
Varos, who at this time was procurator of the

these things, and « groat | kingdom, which the king and his sister had in-

trasted him withal, while they were gome to
Berytus with an intentien of ing Gessius,
Whea Varus had received these letters of Philip,
and had lcarned that he was preserved, he was
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Now, enjoy SIX BOOKS IN ONE!
The Complete Works of Flavius Josephus

An exquisite reproduction of an original, circa-1850 printing, the
fascinating compilation is a remarkable record of history from Creation to

around 100 AD. This monumental work includes revered works by Flavius
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Josephus, and additional scholarly text by William Whiston:
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1. Antiqueities of the Jews

2. History of the Jewish Wirs

3. Sequel to the Histary of the fewish Wars
4. Flavius Josephus against Apion

5. The Life of Flavius Josephus

6.

Thiee Dissertations on Jesus Christ, Abrabam,
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Jokm the Baptist, and James the Just

“= ALSQ INCLUDES: B
Comparative View of the Lives of the Patriarchs
Chronology Table from Creation to the Birth of Our Lord

Flavius Josephus was there! He witnessed the
beginning of the church and compiled unique
details abour the history thar changed our
world. His works are as important today as
d.'.lﬁ.‘:r' were to L]'H.' L'ELI'I.:r' EEHEF&tiﬂTJh “'hﬂ SaW

and heard Jesus Christ.
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