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CHAPTER ONE

GREAT MSTER:IES
OF THE EARTH’S
SURFACE

All of us love nature, We enjoy spending
time hiking in beautiful mountains. Many love
to fish or swim in lakes or streams. or ski down a
mountan slope, Some of us have a special appre-
ciation for deserts. But did you ever wonder why
some mountains are rounded and others sharp, or
even how the mountains were formed? Or, have
vou wondered why some of the valleys are wide
and some narrow, or why some rivers meander and
others do nom?

There are two views about the origin of earth’s

scenery (figure 1.10. The first is that scenery devel-

oped slowly over millions of vears through present
processes, This 15 called the principle of unifor-
mitarianism, or simply put. the present is the key

to the past {see boxed section ar end of chaprer).
Unitormitarianism constimees the underlyving as-
sumprion of geology, as well as chae of all earth scienc-
es. The second view is that a worldwide food caused '
the scenery, The Genesis flood is described in (_.E:ne-.!ls
d'liplm G 1o "3] lhlswﬂ. is m[fcd nod

AL ;)




Uniformitarian scientists ohserve
MvETS i.:'nurlin:_rl amd present -d:l_l.-' 'Hn-m’:ing
episodes. They conclude thar such river
activiry is responsible for the many fla
surfaces of the carth. They also believe
slow mountain building and erosion
continually re-creares mountain ranges.
[h:wrrwl:.-; |:'l|.|-c:||.|. g-tl.'ljl:'hgi.*:'l.i |!‘:Itji.t‘|.'t rh-t
majority of the present scenery is the
product of Moah’s floed, The lee Age,
rivers, local floods, and erosion have
only slightly moderated the earth’s sur-
face after the Flood,

Flood geology acceprs Genesis as
tistory. Moah's Hood is very clearly de-
scribed as 2 global event. Other Scrip-

rures affirm cthe romalicy of the Flood and iss purpose.
The events unfolded as follows: [n the beginning,
God ercated a perfect world and declared it very good.
Animals were all vegetarians and there was no death

Figure 1.1. Twa views of the waorld [courtesy of AiGl.

for man or animals. Then, mankind’s sin in Genesis
3 caused the earth and universe to be cursed. Thorns
and thistles grew. Pain and suffering became a pare of
childbirth, and ultimarely physical death affecred all
rmankind. Instead of ALCEPEiNg correction, mankind's

Sigure 1.2. The 11,000-foot high (3,350 m) Spanish Peaks of the northern Madizon Range in snuﬂmten Montanta is seen
=== the authar's study window,
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rebellion against God increased. It became so great
*. . . that every intent of the thoughes of his hear
was I.:-n|}' evil continually” {(Gen. 6:5% NASB). Man-
kind required a new beginning. God vastly loved the
people bur was forced to act. since the siuarion was
beyond repair. He sent the global Flood as described
in Crenesis 6=9. The Flood was terrible and all hu-
mans and all animals thar breathed air [except those
on the ark) perished. The runoff from the Flood warer
chaped our mountains, valleys, and plains. Iso it
amazing how our great God can make such a rragedy
beautiful by “re-creating” the surface of the earth?

Bur we are genting ahead of ourselves. Before |
discuss how the Flood produced the scenery, | must
briefly describe the many landscape fearures thar
uniformitarians cannot explain. The study of scenery
makes up the geological subfield called geomorphaol-
OEY. and the individual units of the scenery are called
landforms (see boxed section at end of chaprer).

In the next chaprer, we will give evidence that the
Crenesis flood was a real event of carth history, and that
it was rejected during the 1800 for personal reasons

1
“
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Figure 1.3. Speder Rock, in the semi-and Canyon d'Chelly in narthegst Arizana

and nort scientific reasons, We will also describe the var-
ious phases of the Flood and cheir effect on the scenery.
Later, we will show how the Flood :asiJ}' l:;-:|:|-|aim
the origin of our landscape, whereas the "slow pro-
cesses over millions of years™ assumprion has grear dif-

ficulty explaining common features of the earth.

MYSTERIES THAT
UNIFORMITARIANISM FAILS TO
EXPLAIN

Drespite about 200 years of study, the arigin
of many features of the earth’s surface remains a
mysIery o uniformitarian scienrises. Enrm:lhin;:r, as
simple as scenery should have been easy wo explain
by present processes, if the theory was adequare. In
Fact, a famous scientist, William Morris Davis, pre-
dicted around 1900 the explanarions for the earth’s
landscapes would scon be forthcoming, now tha:
scientists banished Moah's Aood and substitured uni-
formitarianism. In regard to planation surfaces, Davis

(1954, p. 272) predicred:

[t cannot be doubted,
in view of whar has
already been leamed
raday [sic], thart an es-
sentially explanatory
rreatment must in the
next cenoury [20ch cen-
rury] be generally ad-
opred in all braches of

geographical study. . . .

Dravis was greatly
mistaken,

Despire whar
somme scientists claim,
those beautiful meuntaing
still resist explanation o
this day. Two Australian
geomao rphn]n:-gjsrs. CLff




FLOOD j
design

I here are features on the earth’s surface that science cannot explain with theories of changes over millions or
even billions of vears by the geologic processes that we see occurring commonly today. However, when vou

L-uplure [llr.' [ idrl‘ll.'q.‘ rﬂ!li'l'l & |.'I-ih-|i-:.':l|. '|'|1:l!'||:|'t'i|:'|'|. llll: i;L'l:lll:lgir_' FI.'.'Il.II"L'.'i |'|'|.&'r|ti.|||_g| 1h4.: |:||:t|||.'|!-'~. 'il.IrEll;_'\'l.' |||:_||w SEsE giw_':n 1|'||._r

worldwide catastrophic Hood described in the book of Genesis.

Jwin author Mike Oard as he I'.'ZE.EIIIII'L"« what is termed as “the retreating stage of the Hood™ thie seven rr||.r|1[||-il-|:ri1:||:|

when the waters receded and the landscapes which are Familiar to us were formed by a myriad of processes like uplifts

and sinking, erosion, and more, which answer important

pestions regarding: . - i " %
q B4 E Michael Oard — one of today’s most innovative

and p-n.ﬂiﬁt creationists — has opened a new

* Unusual dispersals of rocks over hundreds of miles
window on the past. A mountain of evidence
* How quick]}' mountains and Im“':}'i' were carved demonstrates how the Genesis llood is not
simply the best explanation for Earch’s
landscapes, but in light of completely

* Percussions marks shaped by vast and violently moving water implausible conventional theories, it is really

- i'ﬁmr:rgn:ncr_- of continents and the formation of ocean basins

- : ; ‘ the only reasonable explanatic ered to date.
* Why very gradual erosion and deposits of soil cannor explain e only reasonable explanation oftered to dae

surface formations John K. Beed, PhD

* The study of geomorphology and whart it can reveal Geology Edivor,

reati Leses sociery Duarverly
Hload by Design takes you into a fascinating aspect of the Genesis Soeattun Reseicch Socketr Qruarverly
flood you may never have considered. Examine unusual rock for-

marions and evidence that only the biblical flood model can fully

explain. Filled with many photographs and easy-to-understand
illustrations and charts, the book is a powerful source of research
and answers for high school students and beyond.
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