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Introduction

WHY THIS BOOK?

This is not the first book to consider the parallels between the ancient belivls
of the Chinese people and the teachings of the Bible and Christian faith. What |
discovered in my personal study of this subject, however, has compelled me to
write this book, which is a systematic examination of works by other scholars on
this topic, along with new revelations and my own insights, As a result of my
study, 1 have been able to reconcile my rich cultural heritage as a Chinese with a
priceless personal Savior who has been associated throughout history with the
Wistern world, My hops is that this book will be easy to read and will lead others
o understand, through the perspective of Chinese culture, the truth of the Bible
and the faithfulness of God. In particular, | hope that my fellow Chinese will see
that the God spoken of in the Bible and now worshipped throughout the world is
the same God that our ancient forefathers rovered.

Faith of Curr Fafliers is the result of my own discovery of this little-known truth,
| am a fourth-generation overseas Chinese from Singapore, and, like most Chinese
familics of my generation, we held to many traditional beliefs and canefully olserved
traditicnal practices and rituals. As a required form of venceration, | faithfully
offered sacrifices of fruit and meat at the altars of our ancestors on traditional
holidays, such as Chinese Mew Year and the Mid-Autumn Festival. Each of us
lived in deep fear of a netherworld filled with evil spirits and ghosts of all kinds,
At the same time, my family also practiced the wonderful time-tested virtues
valued in Chinese culture: respect for elders, modesty, humility, diligence, and
commitment to the family, When | discovered the God of the Bible and became
a Christian at age 19, [ was made to believe that | had abandoned my roots and
betrayed & rich Chinese heritage, My Christian spiritual journey of the past three
decades has been a joyvous one, but always in the far reaches of my consciousness



was an ieritant, like a pebble in my shoe: the feeling that | had turned my back on
my culture by adopting a foreign faith.

Happily, that irritant was removed a few years ago, after our family moved
tor Bedjing in 1995, Living in the Chinese capital, | had many opporiunities to visit
the Temple of Heaven, where Chinese emperors traditionally performed the annual
sacrifice for good harvest. As | became aware of the fact that the ancient Chinese
had a sacrificial systemn similar to that found in the Old Testament, my interest was
piqued. | had heard about the redemptive analogies found in Chinese characters,
bust that interest was superficial. Like many others, | found thise analogics sitillating
bat initially unconvincing. 1 was intrigued, however, by what [ learned about the
sacrifice performed at the Temple of Heaven, and | began Lo pay atlention.

As 1 learned more about the detatls and history of this sacrificial system, 1
started examining other aspects of Chinese history and culture, It was as if God
had gone before me and had set up signposts or historical markers to direct me
on this journey of personal discovery. These were the signposts that [ found, lofy
by a faithful God who desires us to know Him:

1. The composition of ancient Chinese characters suggests knowledge of the
earliest events of human history as described in the Bible.

2. The Supreme Being venerated by the ancient Chinese as described in
historical texts corresponds to the God revealed in the Bible,

3, The Border Sacrifice ceremony performed by the emperor at the Temple
of Heaven for more than 4,000 vears shows startling and meaningful
parallels with the sacrificial system prescribed in the Bible,

4. The judgment of some eminent scholars from the 16th to 19th centuries
supports the view that the ancient Chinese venerated a Deity who bears
remarkable resemblance to the God of the Bible. These scholars were
the intellectual giants of their time and devoted vears to the study of
classical Chinese historical texts, some of which are ne longer available,
These great men are still regarded today as among the greatest Sinologists
in history and are esteemed for their intellect, scholarship, and virtue,



5, Striking similarities exist between the Hebrew and thi Chinese approach
to maoral truth, particularly as it pertains to man's responsibilities to society
and his relationship to the Divine,

&, The ancient rulers of China understood and set forth a godly way of ruling
the people. Although the Chinese were not a “chosen nation” in the same
sense as lstael, the rulers of China saw themselves as serving Heaven by
serving the people. Since they understond their highest responsibility was
to a righteous Supreme Being, they felt themselves obligated to rule the
nation with goodness and humility.

=1

. Chinese historical records appear to confirm some key astral events spoken
of in the Bible. This mutual corroboration lends credibility to the testimony
of both the Hebrew Bible and China's historical records. Perhaps more
significantly, the Chinese records were not merely a simple chronology
of these cosmological events, They contained interpretations of these
events that are astonishingly consistent with the stated intent of the Bible,
which is to draw mankind 1o a deeper understanding of God.

When [ put all these pieces together, [ became convinced that the ancient
Chinese worshipped the Creator of the Universe in a manner similar to that
prescribed in the Old Testament, | have now come Lo the studied conclusion that
the anclent Chinese were one of the many original nations dispersed after the
confusion of languages at the Tower of Babel, described in Genesis 11 of the Bible.
Some among these dispersed nations were alienated from God, while others
wanted to follow His way. Like the Pilgrims who wenl o America to preserve
the purity of their religious beliefs, the people group that went on to found the
Chinese civilization was, | believe, a God-fearing race that desired to worship
Godd appropriately.

These ideas may sound incredible, but | ask you to read this book with an
open mind. Each of the “signposts ™ listed above may not, on its own, be strong
enough to make a case, but taken together, they lead to the conclusion that the early
Chinese forefathers worshipped God in a manner similar to that set forth in the
Bible, As God continued to reveal His truth, these revelations that the ancient
Chinese acknow ledged were in many ways similar to those found in Genesis, the



first book of both the Hebrew and the Christian scriptures. God's plan of salvation
and reconciliation was difficult for the Chinese to fully grasp, as it was for the Jews,
but the puzzle was finally made clear with the incarnation of Jesus 2,000 years ago.

I firmly believe that God wanted the Chinese people to know Him and to love
Him, and to that purpose, He left many markers or signposts scattered througheut
Chinese history and culture, Jesus Christ, the Son of God born into a Jewish
carpenters family, was the One to whom the markers peinted, and He is therefore
the fulfillment of the deepest longings of the Chinese people,

Tihe Crod wbor staade the svoidd comid ald tixiogs i 0%, .. mecide frose swe san every maffon
of mawking fo live om alf ohe firce of tde earth, baving defermvimed their sppofuted Soeer and
tie hasndarier af therr Aabitatian, that they wowlst ceek God, i perbaps Sher mipht grope for
Hiwe aned ffud Him, though He s mit fior from each ome of we.,

Acts 17:24-27

The Chinese and Jewish peoples share the distinction of having the longest
consecutively preserved cultures and histories in the world. Chings maore than four
millennia of history shows what [ belleve o be the preserving hand of God and
reveals an amazingly accurate knowledge of that one true God, whom the Chinese
reverentially referred to as Shang D, The Bible says that God honors those who
honor Him, As it is true of individuals, surely it is also true of cultures, The
material in this beok is presented with a desire to raise the reader's sensitivity to
the God who is active and intimately acquainted with the affairs of all human
beings. It is my special hope that my fellow Chinese will see that believing in the
God spoken of in the Bible is not a betraval of our Chinese roots. Rather, it is a
return to the foundations of our ancient cultural heritage. So, let me invite you to
take this first step with me on this journey of discovery, by looking at: Roots,




Roots

(i

In a forest, the healthiest trees have the deepest and most extensive root systems.
A tree draws nourishment through its roats, and the roots anchor it to the ground,
preventing it from toppling over. The larger the tree and the further its branches
extend, the deeper its roots must be. Our own roots perform a similar function
by providing stability in times of personal crisis and uncertainty; understanding
who we are is an important first step to becoming thee person we are meant to be,
Perhaps this is why interest in genealogy is growing and why many people expend
much time and effort on reconstructing their family trees,

Ttather like the root systems of the healthy trees, our cultural roots can similarly
ground us in today’s turbulent and ever-changing world in which globalism is
blurring cultural distinctions. By digging deep, we can find significant historical
details and patterns to enlighten us, providing us with a greater understanding
of the past and in turn of the present, This chapter s the beginning of a journey
that will guide us o some amazing facts and startling similarities in the history
of the world's two longest surviving civilizations: the Hebrew and the Chincse.
These facts, founded on the truth of the past, offer us confidence for the present
and a sure hope [or the future,

RecorDING HisTORY

It the earliest era of human existence, before mankind learned (o write and therefone

Photo at left shows a S0-ywar-old juniper inee on the groands of the Altar of Heaven comples in Beljing.
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before historical records could be kept, oral traditions were the only means of
preserving cultural history. The written record we now possess of actual events
that occurred in ancient times came into existence through the following four-

step process:
" An event occurred.

& An account of the event was told and retold, repeated so often
that it became widely known.

8 The account of the event became fixed in the collective memary,
50 that it was retold in similar ways.

& Eventually, the event was recorded in written form.

Can these orally transmitted traditions and accounts be trusted? We may b
inclined to dowbt the reliability of oral traditions, an entirely reasonable respons
given the long passage of time between the beginning of human history and the
time when these events were finally committed to writing. Many biblical and
Chinese materials presented in this book fall into this category of oral traditions
Rather than dismissing these accounts as being totally unreliable, however, many
scholars today acknowledge that extant ancient records contain an essential core
of truth, some of which are well substantiated.!

Muyth, Legend, or History!

In considering the validily of ancient tradition, whether il be oral or written, it is
necessary first to clarify the terms myth, legend, and history as they are used in
this book. Being precise about these distinctions is vital to avoiding confusion
about what really happened in history.

Myths are narratives, usually of unknown origin, that ostensibly recount actual
events that occurred at an unspecified time in the past. Myths are woven around
extranrdinary events or circumstances that, so far as human intelligence can tell,
could not have happened. There is a myth about ben suns appearing in the heavens
during the reign of Emperor Yao 8%, who commanded the great archer Hou Yi
#9F to shoot nine of the suns out of the skies. Likewise, the equally implausible
story of Niwa §188, who patched up a gaping hole in the sky with five colored

1. M, Fales, P, = Archacalogy sl Hisory Anest po e Helishdiey of the Beble,” The Fsidrmr Belid, compiind by
Ray Comiorr (Gainesville, Pla. Brdge-Logos P, 2001), p 63, Morte infoemation on the eelisbibry of the Bisle
i wvwilabde online w1 slres such s (his page o0 " Munusceipt evialesee fue supetior New Tentsment reliabiline™ by
Chwisman Apologeees & Heiesieh Mintiery, btpwwscarsunngondence ftextualovadence.him,  (Ced July 206, The
relishdity of ancient Chisess weitiegs will be deak: with later s thin chapicr.
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stonmes, must also be considered a myth. These two
stories are well known to the Chinese, but no one
considers them to be true historical events, Nothing
about Niwa is recorded before 300 B.C., and none of
the other Chinese myths can be traced to an earlier time:
all appear similarly late in ancient history. Because of
the lack of corroborating evidence, common sense tells
us that events such as these likely were not actual
historical occurrences,

Legends are embellished or exaggerated stories of
real people known to have actually lived or of events
that actually happened. Americans are familiar with the
story of a voung George Washington chopping down a
cherry troe and then confessing the misdeed. Although
this event may not have actually taken place, there is no
dispute about the histerical existence of George
Washington and the universal recognition of his good
character. The same is true of some Chinese stories. The
origins of zongzi #F, the bamboo leaf-wrapped rice
dumplings eaten on the day of the Dragon Boat Festival
B R E (duanwu jie), is one example, The story gees that
zomgzi originated from rice balls that people threw into
the river to keep fish from eating the body of the beloved
imperial advisor Qu Yuan 28, who committed suicide
when invading forces captured the capital of his country.
As with the story of Washington's cherry tree, the legend
may not be accurate In every detail, but the historical
existence of Qu Yuan and the fact of his love for his
country are without dispute.

Therefore, a key distinction between a myth and
a legend is that the former involves the outrageously
improbable while the latter is grounded in historical




IS THE CHRISTIAN FAITH A WESTERN IDEQOLOGY
THAT IS FOREIGN TO AND INCOMPATIBLE
WITH CHINESE CULTURE

Chinese civilization is generally referred 1o as having an unbroken history of more than
4,000 years. In this landmark book, Chan Kei Thong brings to light some startling and
fascinating revelations of God's “fingerprint” throughour China's long histary. With much
clarity and accessibility, Thong establishes thar the original form of worship in China was
monotheistic and was in a manner similar to those found in Genesis, the first book of both
the Hebrew and the Christian scriptures.

Indicarions of Gods band on China include:

& The Chinese language itself, which reflects knowledge of the first events of human
history as recorded in the book of Genesis,

@ The old name the Chinese gave to their country, Shen Zhou (God's country ), which
is revealing of their consciousness of God's ultimate sovercignry.

& The annual prayers and sacrifices ar the Temple of Heaven, which have extraordinary
parallels with the blond covenants in the Old Testament.

# The Chincse emperors, who were called the *Sons of Heaven™ and were regarded
as an intermediary berween Shang I and the Chinese people.

You will be inerigued and caprivated by Thong's compelling account of how God has had
His hand on China, and His involvement in significant events of China's hisrory, thus
revealing His desire to receive humanity unto Himself,
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Chan Kei THOMNG s President of LIN, Ing, a U.5, company which provides
executive coaching, leadership training, and operares five imcm..r..,n.Lrw:-...m,
in China. Born and educated m Singapore, he received his MBA from California
Stare Universiry, and travels exrensively for speaking engagements. He and his
wile, Lisa, have lived in China for over 20 years. They have three children.

Charlene Fa has been a journalist and editor since 1986, She is a Beijing-based

foreign correspondent for the Associated Pross, and editor of 2 Chinese Langyuage
quarterly magazine published by the ULS. Stare Department,
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