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Introduction

Imagine you are a brain surgeon in an operating theatre
surrounded by some of the latest and most sophisticated medical
equipment available. You are leading a medical team operating
on a ten-month-old baby girl. Her brain has been growing faster
than her skull, and the increasing pressure on the brain will even-
tually kill the child if she does not have this operation. You are
about midway through the procedure—part of the skull has
been removed—when your attention is distracted by the rapidly
moving fingers of the anaesthetist adjusting his controls. Your
eyes meet his as the words ‘the patient’s blood pressure is falling’
are pronounced. The team pauses momentarily, then the anaes-
thetist urges, “The patient is in cardiac arrest’.

With the help of your assistant you hurriedly pull the rolled-
back scalp over the gaping wound and secure it with clips so
the child can be rolled over for cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(cPRr). You and your highly trained and experienced team take
turns. Five minutes of CPR pass but there has been nothing but
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Has Science Disproved God?

Barry L. Whitney

The vast majority of human beings have always believed in
God. It is a testimony to the depth of this belief that it has per-
sisted despite a new and aggressive challenge, one which has
become increasingly prevalent in contemporary society. This
challenge presents itself as science, bur it is in fact a perversion
of modern science more properly called ‘scientism’.

By ‘scientism’ I refer to the ideology based on an anti-
religious bias which presumes, without proof, that human
rationality and the empirical method of science are the sole
means for determining what is true about reality. Ironically,
there is no scientific proof for this assumprtion. Scientism fails
to consider seriously whether there are other means for dis-
covering truth, ignoring what theologians have argued for
centuries and religious believers intuitively know: that besides
empirical evidence (and rationality based largely on reflection
on the empirical evidence), truth is revealed by God to our
inner experience and accepted in faith. Human rationality and
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GOD, SCIENMCE AND PHILOSOPHY

empirical verification, in themselves, are not the means for deter-
mining God’s existence since, of course, God is not a physical
object that can be observed and studied by science, or fully
understood by human reason. In focusing solely on such rational
empiricism, scientism has overreached the proper limits of
science and misunderstood the nature of religious belief.

Despite the fact that scientism has an alarming number of
adherents in the scientific and philosophical communities, it
has not prevailed. Religious belief has withstood scientism’s
aggressive challenge not only by a convincing theological
defence of belief in God, but by the contemporary revival of
spirituality, especially its focus on seeking God’s presence
inwardly. This revival is a direct reaction to the meaninglessness
and despair brought into society by decades of sceptical, anti-
religious scientism.

It is important to note that science, unlike scientism, should
not be a threat to religious belief. Science, to be sure, advocates
a ‘naturalistic’ rather than a ‘supernaturalistic’ focus, and an
empirical verification method for determining truths about the
physical world and the universe. Yet the proper mandate of
science is restricted to the investigation of the natural (phys-
ical, empirical) dimension of reality. It is this restriction that
scientism has violated, replacing proper science with an illicit
ideology that not only seeks to explain all things naruralist-
ically, but assumes—without proof—thar the spiritual realm is
irrelevant, indeed non-existent. This unproven assumption
is based on the mistaken belief that nothing exists unless it can
be verified by the empirical scientific method. Such a belief is
an invalid reductionism that reduces the explanation for all of
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