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OOM! Shack waves from the huge exploson
) knvocic vour our of bed. ]t.umg Far i wind o,
you see the fading wails of blazing orange Aames
&:lming through the nighs sky, As chiel detoctive
with the Disaster Scene Trvestigarers (DT, you
jump knto same chothes and then your g, and raoe
rowand the scene af the |;J.|'.|i“|:||,1||c
You find vwisted ploces of wiockage scanerad
aver a swamp, pasiure, and nearhy woads, “Could
these be parts of an exploded airplanc?™ you
wander, Sadly, you alsa find many dead
bodics. Same book like decr, binds,
fish. and alligavors, bun

Creation
1y Giod's perfect creation

Corruption
21 Ruined by man’s sin

Catastrephe
3y Destroyed by Moah's flood -

e afe ;'majnlr. Were these |l|c|||1|r Hy:us o Ehe
plane? Were an beast soane of the people killed on
the ground by the falling dobris? Whar abour those
mrange piles of bones that look sort of like parts of
people and animals mived togecher? What are they?
I it was an airplane crash,” you think
yourself, “maybe | can find the black box {which is
really bright osange). IF ] can listen o the informa-
thon peconled by the palom and protected in the
black box. that should help me figure out what led
up to the erash, and why and hiw it happened.”
Wonld you ever want 1o be a detoctive with

Disaster Seene Investigarons? Tn a way, thats the

CHRIST

4) Restored to life in Chirist



kind of wark done by paleanologiss, Paleantalo-
gses spady fossibs — billions of dead chings,: baried
in rock Layern, laid down by water, all aver

the carth,

The oiter layers af the carth’s emist look like
the scene of a harrible worldwide catastrophe.

Juse under the soll thay suppors Earch’s beawtiful
hlanket of lfe Liys a bedeock recond of death and
dizsrer, fram dinoaun 1o dragonilics,

IF yoris were a Fosil detective, you would want
o answer questions like these: What killed all these
plants, animals, and people? How do fossils form:
that is, why do some things get preserved as fousils
while most dead things today just rot away? Were
these fosails formed musaly in one big worldwide
catastrophe, or lots of smaller disasvers? How old
are fousily, and how do we know?

Bemember the explosion invessigation? The
disaster deective found some piles of bones that
looked like several animabs and people jumbled to-
griher, Broken fosils are often found all mixed up.
Fassil detectives (palenniologist) usually sort them
aut into different animals and people — but some
chaim o find ape-men and others believe they have
found aliens from anather planer. How can we tell
whao's righe?

“The detective investigasing the explosion also
hoped o find a black box, a crashworthy device
thae containg a recording by qualified human ob-
servers of events beading up o the disaster, a record
that might be the key o understanding all the
birs and pieces of scartered evidence, Is there any
refialile eyewitness seonsed of what was happening
it the world befose the “fossl] dizaster™ Could the
Biblke be such a recond, the Iu:y T ||.r|.d=r|urb&ing
fossibs and whar they tell us abour the history of life
on Earth?

According to the Bible, God created s perfecy
world of peace and harmony, bur mankind rebelled

againit God, and that sin brought disease, death,
and the disaster called Moah's Aood. God saved
those on the ark o give the world a fresh sta,
but could the fosils be the evidence of thar
warldwide Flood?

Miost of the branches of modern scierce were
started in the 1600s and 1700s by scientias wh firm-
Iy bdioved in the *four Cs" of bibdical hissory: God's
perfect world (creation), ruined by man {coenpeion),
deseroyed by Noah's Acod (catstrophe), 1o be ressoved
o new lific in Christ. But, based on the wriztings of
Chardes Lyell and Charles Darwin, a different view
became popalar in the 1800y, a view clled evolution,

Evolution is the belic chat life sarved by chance,
and millicns of years of unaggle and deach sowly
changed a few simple living things into many com-
plex and varied forms through stages (., fish, frogs,
lizards, apes, man). According s evolution, there
never wat a perfect woeld withour deachs there never
was 1 worldwide Bood; and seruggle and death will o
on for millsons of years until deach finally wins, 1f we
abbreviate the Bible's account of Exnb's hisory as four

Uz, we can abbreviare evolution s TCSD — e,




F:mlnu!; Fossils is fabailous fim (and 3 eerific
career af hobby), Curiou VOAIG prI:_- have
probahly been digging up and wondering abosit
Foasils for cenmurics. but sciemisi have been studying
thverm far |||||:,' absout 200 vears

When 4C ereatbonises and TCSD evolution-
wsin began to debate the sciemific evidence i ihe

1810008, paleantology (Fossil study) was a y

Ny s
ence. Creationises prediceed that fossils would shisw
comiplex and separate beginnings, followed by death,
ivcase, decling, and worklwide disister. Evolution-
inns predicred that layvers of rock would contasin only
a lew \iln"\'.'rr farms at the botgom aiwl more ..u.||-.|:'|n
and waried Fees Rimber up, andl that sciemiises
wioiald find the |uiuiu5 linkes r|,w|_1|u:d e sl how
one kindd of fife svolved inm arhem

Whi is rir_hl — gealhminds of cvalufeniss?

o Befare char big question can be answered, bots of

o'

sils form?

ligtle I.Illnlil.ll'ﬁ meed arvwers: Haww cisl

Whar kinds of life are found as fossil?® Where
age thev foand?

Crestienisis and

d .
evolutioniing usually
aprec on the andwen

LL4] lllf\"\.' I\IIII-IIN." Yrics-

Sedimentary sirata

s, { EN

can wirk an s “dig” dile by side with evalurioniss,

agFecing
camy

the lietle questions; then, sround the

al ||||_||.I. thesy can discuss cheir different
whews ahoiit whar these fossils rell uv abour che past,

peeseni, anel furuge of lide on Earch,

What Is a Fossil?

Dhif word faud comes from a wond thas means
“womething dug up.” The term was ariginally ap-
plicd 1o arrwheads, poatery fragmicnes, Egyptian
raummies, peens, and mincral ors. Today, however,
proluicis crafied by humans are callod artifacts, The
seenor that deals with human artifaces, and with
things deliberately haried by humana, & alled arche-
dlogy, ot paleandslogy. Simalarly, gema aid ridlner-
aby dbug, fram the carth are sadicad by grolgisis, noe

paleoniologist




As paleontologasts define it today, a fossil is the
remain ar trace of 3 ance-living thing preserved by

I|-.|'||.Irv\| [PrusTssce.

Sedimentary Rock

The vasr mJinrir:( of Fossils are |s|r—s;r\-n1 i
sedimentary rocks, such as chalky limestones (abbee-
viared ls}, Hlaky shales {sh), or ;&;li:l:.- sanilirones (4],
Pamicles thar senbe out of air or water are called sedi
ments. Digst on furminare angd deser dunes are saddi-
e |umpu:|ni femdad) and |!uu1|>¢|1 l:d-|uu.i|:r:II
by wind, Wacer ix a musch more piwerful agem for
sedimient erosion and deposition, Water can bresk
off, tranwpart, and deposit sedimentary paniche
Fram clay size to silt, fine sand. coarse sand, The
same prodesses that erode and deposin sediment can
also pick up, rranspost, and bury planes, animals,

mircrobes, and !u:ujll; As the sediment layers tarn

o sedismentary rock, a1 leasr some of the sedi-
rllrillar) remising of |ilr|1|g r|lin|_g|'|.. r\|1r|.'i.|:|lr the
hard PATLE, G U B foassils,

How dis sslr, loose sedimems amd che

Digging fossis in sandy sedimeant

dead things, or “futwe fouals”™ baried in them owm
imto salid reck? Do it cabie hear and pressuse for
millions of yean? Absolueely noa! Sedimeneary rocks
farm the same way conercte hardens, Afeer all,
camercte 18 just artificial rock, A concrete company
breaks big rocks ino sediment size and sells them in
a bag with rock cement. The buyer adds water to the
salimentiecement mix until juss the mght amoune s
present s make the cement mincral cryseals grow
arouind the bigger mock particles. Too much water
will cause the “rock

soup” bo sty soft

anid squishy. Too
lirtle water leaves

rock powder, instead
of solid rmdk,

Pressure may
help rodks to grow
by squeccring oul
excess water, and
the right amount of
hear helps cement
crystals o grow, bur
time never mads a
single rock. Under
the right condi-

tiops, ks form in

Fossil hunting among layers of hard, white imestone (Is}

and gray, crumbly shale {sh)




ossils have fascinated humans for centuries. From the
smallest diaoms o the Lingest dinosaurs, finding a fossil s an
exciting and rewarding experience. But where did they come
frosm, and how long have they been around? These and many
wther questions are answered in this remarkable book

The Fossil Book will teach you about

* The origin of fos

= How 1o start your own fossil collection

= What kinds of lossils can be commuonly found
* The age of fossils

s How sciemtisis find and presene fowle

= How 1o identify kinds of fossils

= How the Flood alfecied fossil formanion

¢ The Geologic Column Diagram

* The difference between evolutionists” and

creationists’ views on losstls

= The “four Cs™ of biblical creation
& The dilferem kinds of rocks fossils are found m

= Coal and ofl lormation

Learming about fossils, their ongins, and how 1o collect them can be bath

fun and educational. The abundance of both marine and Land fossils and the
locations they are found in is a Giscinating subject for st
has been studied by scientists and laypersons alike

all the excitement ks abou!
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